
does Dot mean that Whiteville s economlC dependence on ~grlcu!-

ture will lessen, Rather, because of the productivity of the 

land in the Whiteville area, it is very probable that agriculture 

w111 continue to represent an 1mportant part of Whiteville 's eco­

nomy, but with ~ general shifting away from tobacco towar d a more 

diversified form of agriculture. 

Retall BUSlness: 

An analysis of retail business has been omitted since this 

segm~nt of the economy will be explored in detail in t he central 

business district study which should be completed durlng the 

winter of 1963. 

Concluding Remarks on the Economy: 

Whiteville's eC0Domy is in a critical peri~d of transition, 

shifting away fr~m an agricu1tura :~comm~r~]al base to an agricul-

tural-industrial-commercial base . Agri c ultural dollars are cer-

tainly important to ~h€ ~ccal econ0my, but with a continued d e­

~rease 1n the number of farm familles, and an lncrease In employ-

ment o pp ortun itles I n industry an in ~rea sing number of loca l 

dollars are com ing from lndus ~r lal payrolls rather than from the 

sale of agrlcultura1 products 

It is very probable that the commuDlty is ~njoying a hlgh 

level of prospErity only becausE of the recent openlng and ex-

pansion oE the two local textile plants . The maXimum economic 

benefi~ to Whiteville from these two industrie~ are going t o be 

realized in the very near future, if not already, by a general 

leveling off of retail sales and other economic related actlv-

ities To avold or ~ur tai1 thlS leveling off, new Job opportu-

nlties will need to be provlded; and equally imp o rtant, the 

local merchants will need to lntensify their promotional actl­

vity to retain their present customers and to attract the poten­

tial customers that llve in the rural areas around Whiteville 

that would currently Just as soon drive to Lumberton or Wilmington 

to shop as to come to Whltevl11e, 
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